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Elmwood Murdock Merchants Association 
Meeting Minutes – August 19, 2019 
Elmwood Community Center 
 
Attendees:  Kris Shrader, Becky Smart, Kurk Shrader, Bj Burrows, Bonnie Brewer, Brenda Brill, and 
Julie Anderson.  
  
Meeting Called to Order:  7:03 pm 
 
Minutes Reviewed:    
Kurk motioned and Bj seconded to approve July 15, 2019 minutes. All: Yes Minutes approved by all.    
 
Correspondence:  None 
 
Treasurer's Report:   
 Financial Report:  
  Andy was absent but sent a copy of the Treasurer's Report. It was presented and  
  reviewed. 
 Membership Report: 
  Andy had reported to Kris that he had received more sponsorship and membership  
  renewals.  There are sixty-four paid members and two where we traded memberships. 
 
Committee Reports: 

Business Recognition:  No new information. 
Economic Development:   No new information. 
 

Unfinished Business: 
 - Golf Tournament:  
  - Currently there are four teams registered (8 golfers) 
  - Grandpa's Woods requires 10 for a minimum 
  -  There are no flyers posted at Grandpa's Woods to advertise to the golfers there. 
  -  Brenda will inform a group that she knows of from Lincoln. 
  -  Continue to advertise and promote to see if more people would like to be in the  
      tournament. 
  -  Depending on registration numbers it may be necessary to extend the registration  
     due date.  Some people don't know if they will be available until the last minute. 
  -  No businesses signed up to sponsor a hole.  Bj has signs for one hole.  Becky may be  
      able to have someone at another.   
  -  Becky has plastic bags from T.E.A.M. that can be used for Goody Bags with  
      information/trinkets/flyers/cards, etc...from area businesses.  The bags will be given  
      to each golfer. 
  -  Becky will talk to Andy to be sure he has the prizes ready for the event: 
      - Longest Putt - $25 EMMA Bucks 
      - Closest to Pin - Gift Certificate to Grandpa's Woods 
      - Winning Score - 2020 Membership to EMMA 



2 
 

  -  Lunch - Grandpa's Woods will supply pulled pork, buns, plates, and plastic ware for  
     $3 per person.  EMMA will supply side dishes, chips, and cookies. 
  -  In Case of Rain? Refund the golfers but invite them to come out for lunch and  
     network anyway. 
   
New Business/Programs: 
 - Holiday Extravaganza:  
  -  Proposed themes presented and discussed.  The theme selected was "I Remember". 
  -  Grand Marshal:  Owen Kunz had motioned at the previous meeting that Keith and  
     Martha Ann Bornemeier be selected as the Grand Marshals this year.  It was tabled  
     until this meeting.  Kurk seconded the motion and all approved. 
 
 - Elmwood Main Street Project:   
  -  Kris Shrader, Bj Burrows, Kurk Shrader, from EMMA, met with Miki Bruns, Village  
     Board Chairperson, and Jennifer Serkiz, Cass County Nebraska Economic   
     Development Council, about the Elmwood Main Street Project. 
  -  Miki said that the Board is moving towards demolition of two of the buildings that  
     are beyond restoration.  Demolition will cost around $40,000.  The Village Board will  
     be seeking bids for this. 
  -  Bj and Jennifer told them about grants for demolition of buildings on main street. 
  -  Kurk proposed that an EMMA member regularly attend the Village Board meetings  
     to show support for revitalization of main street and to provide updates of the  
     progress to EMMA.  He will attend the September 4th Elmwood Village Board  
     meeting. 
 
 - EMMA's by laws state: "Objective: EMMA is organized for the concerted effort of  
  nurturing and promoting commercial, industrial, professional, agribusiness, and civic  
  interests in the Elmwood-Murdock area.  This association and its activities shall be  
  nonpartisan, nonsectarian, and nonpolitical." 
 
  How can EMMA follow our objective and better serve Elmwood and Murdock? 
  -  Attend Village Board Meetings - Elmwood & Murdock 
  -  Host fundraisers for main street projects 
  -  Provide Grant Writing assistance 
  -  Talk to area businesses and find out what the needs are.  Survey?  Possibly host  
     more networking sessions? 
 
 - Main Street Banners 
  -  The banners that were purchased and installed about 2 years ago are already  
  appearing faded and worn.  They need to be replaced.   
  -  The towns of Weeping Water and Louisville have better quality banners.  Jennifer 
      Serkiz has the information about the supplier and has passed that on to Becky.   
  -   Maybe area businesses would sponsor a banner if their name could be on the  
      bottom?   
  -   Kurk said if "Funded in part by Cass County Tourism" could be included on the  
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      bottom of the Bess Streeter Aldrich banner they could pay for that one. 
  -   The G.A.R. Hall could sponsor their banner. 
  -   Look into a better banner supplier...Pat? 
 
 - Cass County Fair Review: 
  -  The EMMA booth was in a different location. 
  -  Booths were smaller this year... 8'x8' as opposed to 8'x10 
  -  The cost was the same...$225 
  -  Is it worth it?  Would it be more feasible to be a sponsor of the fair?  Would it be  
     possible to have the EMMA booth next to Burrows Tracts and the T.E.A.M. booth?  Bj  
     will check with Megan, the fair coordinator. 
 
 - T.E.A.M. (Tobacco Education Advocacy of the Midlands) will be hosting a Coalition  
  meeting on August 22nd from 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 pm at the Cass County Historical  
  Society Museum in Plattsmouth if anyone would like to attend.  See Becky for more  
  info. 
 
 - Kurk supplied a copy of the original EMMA bylaws.  They are due for review and  
  updating in 2020. 
 
Comments: 

None. 
   

Next EMMA meeting will be at the Elmwood Community Center, Monday, September 16th, 2019, 
7:00 pm. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm. 


